WELCOME BACK
TO SCHOOL!
Information packet for new & returning
families for the 2022-23 school year

Welcome from the Principal
Hello, Family! Welcome to “Creative City to the 10th Power!”
The 2022-2023 school year marks our school’s tenth anniversary. Having spent much of the past
two years having to restrict access to the school, we are excited to return to our collaborative
roots and celebrate a decade of innovative, responsive, creative teaching and authentic, relevant,
successful learning.
This year brings some changes, but old traditions remain. Doors now open at 8:45 am, and the
official school hours are 9:00 am until 3:40 pm, BUT we're excited about seeing our families each
morning as we return to in-person Community Breakfast in the Double C Café (school
cafeteria). We continue to explore the ways that all of us – students, parents, staff, and
community – can work together in support of exceptional and lifelong learning and growing
outcomes for our young people.
Our core elements of arts-integration, place-based education, and project-based approaches to
learning are still front and center, but we have also added new writing, science and social
studies curriculum at every grade level to ensure that students are being challenged and
supported to achieve and excel in every content area. .
The staff is practicing what we preach as well. As lifelong learners ourselves, we will engage in
professional learning with various educational and Equity partners this year to build our
capacity to improve our instructional practices and equitable outcomes for our students. Several
members of the staff have trained with Arts for Learning of Maryland to become Arts-Integration
Project Planners. They will lead sessions to have their colleagues develop original projects with
and for their students.
Finally, we will bring back all of those wonderful opportunities for you – our families – to grow
your knowledge about and experience the ways that we implement instructional practices, use
restorative practices to support healthy social-emotional development in our students, and
reflect on our own interactions and roles in our community. You will be invited to parent work
sessions with our staff and outside trainers to learn about and practice what the staff uses in our
daily practice. As the first ever Baltimore Ceasefire 365 school, we want to get more of you
involved with being ambassadors in the movement. And we will support you in some Self-Care.
You are so very important; when was the last time you took care of YOU?
The past few years may have made us feel more isolated from one another. First, it was through
being in a virtual setting, and then it was through necessary COVID-protocol restrictions. But
in this year – our TENTH YEAR – let us come together as often as possible in support of our
students, our staff, and our community. It starts where we stand.
Care, Question, Collaborate, and Create!

Traci
Traci Johnson Mathena,
Principal
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Recess, Weather & Clothing
In our active and exploratory learning environment, we strongly
recommend “play clothes” and not “dress clothes” as clothing will
sometimes get dirty.

Creative City is not a uniform school and students can wear the clothes they choose within Baltimore
City Schools’ dress code (see below).
é Your child should come to school in clothes that are comfortable for active learning and
play, and which may get dirty.
é We recommend durable clothing that can hold up to lots of outdoor activity.
é Please choose shoes that are suited for climbing and running, and which may get dirty.
é Tennis Shoes/Sneakers must be worn to PE class.
We have recess outside whenever possible, unless it is actively raining, below freezing,
or other extreme weather. Students should always dress appropriately for the weather,
especially in the colder months, with the assumption that they will go outside during the school day.
Coats should be labeled with your child’s name. Families who need assistance with winter
coats, hats, or mittens should contact our main office and we will be happy to help!
Each Wednesday, we celebrate school unity by wearing green and white, our school
colors. You have the option to purchase a Creative City T-Shirt for $10 (children’s sizes).

All students must follow Baltimore City Public School Systems Dress Code Policy:
1. The style of clothes a student wears may not endanger him, her, or other students.
2. The style of clothes worn may not disrupt the daily school routine.
3. Students may be required to wear certain types of clothing, usually for safety reasons, while
participating in classes such as physical education, shop, chemistry, etc., or in curricular
and extracurricular classes or activities such as band, choir, dance, drama, and theater.
In addition, we also ask the following:
4. Hair, heads, and faces must be uncovered (with the exception of medical masks when
required or desired) inside school facilities during the school day and during all school
sponsored events.
5. Printed material on clothing should not contain offensive, threatening, or derogatory
statements or statements promoting illegal drugs, alcohol, sex, violence or gangs.
6. All clothing material should be solid – not torn or see-through.
7. Undergarments of any kind should not be visible. (If we can see up it, down it, or through it,
don’t do it. Underwear belongs under WHAT you wear.)
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Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early
DID YOU KNOW?
• Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.
• Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to read.
• Students can still fall behind if they miss just 1 or 2 days every few weeks.
• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.
• Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up.
Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this
habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Eventually
good attendance will be a skill that will help them succeed in high school and college.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
• Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.
• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.
• Keep your child healthy and make sure your child has the required
shots.
• Introduce your children to their teachers and classmates before
school starts.
• Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up.
Call on a family member, a neighbor or another parent.
• Try to schedule non-Covid-19 related medical appointments and
extended trips when school isn't in session.
• If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers,
school counselors and other parents for advice on how to make
your child feel comfortable and excited about learning.
• If you are concerned that your child may have Covid-19, call your
school for advice.
• If your child must stay home due to illness or quarantine, ask the
teacher for resources and ideas to continue learning at home.

When Do Absences
Become a Problem?
CHRONIC ABSENCE
18 or more days

WARNING SIGNS
10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY
9 or fewer absences

Note: T
 hese numbers assume
a 180-day school year.

Revised October 2021

Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free downloadable resources and tools!
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Coming and Going from School
NEW SCHOOL HOURS: School hours are 9:00am to 3:40pm daily, with
dismissal at 1:40pm on Wednesdays. Dismissal process occurs during the
last 10 minutes of every day.

You MAY NOT USE the Shirley Ave parking lot (in front of school)
or the alley in the back for parking, drop off or pick up.
Parking at Creative City is available in the following locations:
é in our lower lot (accessible via Keyworth Avenue one block south of school)
é in our rear parking lot, or
é in legal street parking on Towanda Avenue (next to the blue playground).

Student Drop-Off:
Students enter through the rear doors beginning at 8:45 am. Cars should approach school using
Towanda Avenue (see attached map). If dropping off only, cars can pull up to the door at the back of the
building and our staff will greet your students and supervise their entry to the building.
Parents & family members are welcome to join us for Community Breakfast and Morning
Assembly, which includes student-led announcements. Family members who will be staying must
follow the parking guidance above.
Students are LATE beginning at 9:00 am, and they are missing instruction. Late students will
receive a late pass at the rear entry doors from 9:00-9:30 am. The rear doors close at 9:30 am. Students
arriving after that must enter through the front doors and stop at the main office.

Student Dismissal and Pick-Up:
Dismissal begins at 3:30 pm on each day EXCEPT Wednesdays. On Wednesday, dismissal
begins at 1:30 pm. After 3:20 pm (and 1:20 pm on Wednesdays), there will be no
admittance to the school to pick up students early.
Our dismissal procedure has changed since last year:
•
•
•

ALL STUDENTS WILL DISMISS THROUGH THE REAR CAFETERIA DOORS
Grades K, 1, 2, and Mr. Davis’s 5th Grade class will come to the cafeteria at 3:30 pm
to dismiss.
Grades 3, 4, and 5 (with the exception of Mr. Davis’s 5th Grade class) will remain in
their classrooms during dismissal and will be called to the rear doors by staff
members assigned to the car line.

If you will be walking up to the school building to get your child, please come to the rear
doors and give your child/ren’s name/s to staff assigned to the car line and they will do
a walkie call for your child/ren.

If your child:
é Walks home without an adult, they will check out at the office before leaving the building.
Written permission from a parent / guardian is required before a student can walk home alone.
é Is picked up by CAR, the driver must come through the CAR LINE. To get in the line, please turn
on to Grantley Ave., north of school, and then left on to Towanda Ave which continues into the
roadway at the back of our school building – the same as morning drop off. You must enter at
Grantley rather than any street south of it to avoid causing traffic to back up on to
our neighbors’ side streets. Our staff will be on the street to direct you and to deliver your child to
your car. NOTE: Do not leave your car while it is in the pick-up line.
Please pick up your child promptly at dismissal! We do not have staffing capacity to monitor students not
signed up for after-school programming.

Before- and After-School Programming:
Students staying for before- or after-school programming must be signed up for that
programming in advance. Upon registration for programming, families will receive details about
time and drop-off/pick-up. Generally, all dismissal from out-of-school time programming will occur
through the rear cafeteria doors.

Early Dismissal:
Parents must come to the MAIN OFFICE for early dismissals and an office staff will call for the
student to report to the office. Please provide a notice in advance indicating the date and
time of the early dismissal and the reason for the early dismissal. These notes must be
turned in to the student’s teacher and subsequently sent to the main office to file in a documentation
binder along with the early dismissal log.
Early pick-ups must be completed by 3:20 pm. After 3:20 pm, classes are packing up and
transitioning to their dismissal area. For safety and to minimize entries and exits during this time of
school-wide transition, visitors without an appointment are not given access through the front door
between 3:20 pm and dismissal the end of dismissal.
We understand that early dismissals will sometimes be needed. However, please limit early
dismissals to the fewest needed so that your child does not miss valuable class time. Students that are
chronically late and/or are regularly picked up early may be referred to Student Support Services to
identify ways in which the school may support the family to enable student participation in the entire
instructional day.

Cars must join car
line via Grantley
Ave, 4 blocks
north of school

EXIT ONLY via Shirley Ave

Enter lower lot via
Keyworth Ave

Why do we ask you to approach the car
line from Grantley Avenue?
It may seem like overkill to approach the car line from all the way up on Grantley
Avenue. However, this goes a LONG WAY in community relations with our great
neighbors. At really busy times of arrival and dismissal, sometimes our neighbors
can’t get their car out when the lines back up on to side streets.
THANK YOU for helping us be good neighbors!

Student Supply List
It’s time to get our students ready for ALL the success this year by making
sure they are prepared with a few materials. Here is where you can start.
We’ll take care of the rest!
Student should come to the first day of school with the items below:

All Students:
Ø A book bag that they use to carry items to and from school daily

Grades K, 1, 2:
Ø Two 2-pocket plastic folders (plastic so they will last all year!)
Ø A pencil box (13.25" x 4.75" x 2.5”)

Grades 3 & 4:
Ø Three 2-pocket plastic folders (plastic so they will last all year!)
Ø A pencil box (13.25" x 4.75" x 2.5”)

Grades 5:
Ø One 4-inch binder
Ø One pack of 5-tab dividers
Ø A three-ring-binder pencil case (it must have the holes so it can go into the
binder)
Families who need assistance with any or all of these items may contact Ms. Lee at
MLee04@bcps.k12.md.us or 443-642-3613.
Donations of other supplies to our whole-school supply closet are not required, but are always welcome.
If you desire, we can always use the following:
é Tissues
é #2 pencils (Dixon Ticonderoga preferred!)
é Disinfectant wipes
é Crayons
é Copy Paper
é Glue Sticks
é Wide-rule loose leaf paper

Staff Organization 2022-2023
The organizational structure below represents the assignments for SY22-23. *Designates a member of the
Instructional Leadership Team.

Exploration Cohort: Kindergarten through Second Grade -- Located on the Second Floor
Kindergarten
Mr. B. Appel, Room 209*
Ms. Y. Griffin Co-Teacher, Room 209
Ms. S. Meyer-Seymour, 211
Ms. S. Harrington, Co-Teacher, Room 211

First Grade
Ms. C. Gilmore, Room 201*
Ms. K. Mehta, Room 202
Ms. T. Gibson, Room 203
Mr. Patterson and Ms Claxton,
Co-Teachers

Second Grade
Ms. L. Carver, Room 203
Vacancy, Room 206
Ms. N. Curry, ISS

Exploration Cohort Leads: Mr. Appel and Ms. Gilmore

Enterprise Cohort: Third Grade – Fifth Grade – Located on the First Floor
Third Grade
Ms. S. Brown, Room 102*
Ms. M Jones, Room 104
Ms. F. Furnells, Room 106
Ms. T. Thompson, Co-Teacher

Fourth Grade
Mr. O. Graham, Room 107*
Ms. A. Thompson, Room 108
Ms. B. Pincus, Room 109
Ms. K. Sears, Co-Teacher

Fifth Grade
Ms. C. Spencer, Room 103
Vacancy, Room 105
Mr. W. Davis, Room 205
Ms. J. Mitchell, Co-Teacher

Ms. V. Ross (3/4/5 – Discovery Pod) – Room 101
Ms. Mitchell, CoTeacher to Support Discovery Pod as needed

Enterprise Cohort Leads: Ms. Brown and Mr. Graham
Resource Team
Ms. M. Bradford, Art, 111*
Mx. A. Steele, Art (.5)
Mr. J Soto, Music, 212
Mr. (Coach) N Maselas, PE,
Towanda Rec Gym
Administration
Ms. T. Mathena, Principal*
Mr. S. Peterson, Assistant Principal*
Ms. M. Canino, Exec. Director*
Main Office and Community School Office Staff
Ms. C. Worrell, School Secretary
TBD, Nurse
Ms. M. Lee, Community School Coordinator
Ms. G. Johnson, Continuity of Learning Coordinator
Ms. V. Moffatt, Out-of-School-Time Coordinator
Mrs. K. Nelson, Enrollment Coordinator
Ms. T. Judd, Health and Safety Coordinator
Building Custodial Staff
CityWide, Inc.

Academic Support Team
Room 207
Ms. F. Hawkins, Math Interventionist*
Mr. B. Goldstein,* Special Education
Room 210
Ms. L. Lewis, English Language Arts Intervention*
Ms. B. Hardrick, Special Education
Ms. C. Spencer, Gifted and Advanced Learning
Coordinator*

Student Wellness Support Team
Guidance Counselor
TBD
Re-Engagement Support Team (ReST) Room 208
Mr. B. Norman (Mr. Barry)
Mr. D. Pugh (Mr. Darrius)
Ms. A. McMillan
Related Services Staff
Ms. M. O’Connell, School Social Worker, 208A
Mr. W. Shya, School Psychologist, 211A
Ms. S. Nemani, Speech Pathologist, 211A
Ms. E. Katzenstein, Occupational Therapist, 211A
1. Ms. Samantha Shaffer, Catholic Charities Therapist, 208B

For more information, contact Vandria Moffatt, OST
Coordinator, at vandria@creativecityschool.org

Be Present Now!
Introducing Yondr
We will be making our school a phone-free space to improve teaching and learning using a
system called Yondr. Yondr has been implemented in over 1,000 schools across 21 countries to
facilitate an engaged learning environment.
We believe that phones have great utility. We have also found that learning and social behavior
improve drastically when students are fully engaged with their teachers and classmates.
The Yondr Program utilizes a simple, secure pouch that stores a phone. Every student will
secure their phone in a personally assigned Yondr pouch when they arrive at school. Students will
maintain possession of their phones and will not use them until their pouches are opened at the end
of the school day.
While this applies primarily to Creative City students in Grades 4 & 5 where personal cell phones are
most common, we are informing ALL families so that everyone understands how we approach cell
phone use in school. Students in younger grades who may bring a phone will use the same system.
Yondr recently surveyed over 900 school partners to measure the effects of creating phone-free
educational environments. These schools achieved notable progress in multiple areas:
●
●
●

65% of schools saw an improvement in academic performance
74% of schools saw an improvement in student behavior
83% of schools saw an improvement in student engagement in the classroom

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school directly at 443-642-3600 or
attend Back to School Night to learn more information (see school calendar).
If there is an emergency and you would like to get in contact with your child during the school day,
please reach out to Ms. Worrell at 443-642-4600.
In an effort to best serve your child, we appreciate your full support in adoption of the Yondr Program
at our school.

team@overyondr.com

How Yondr Works

Frequently Asked Questions
What if I want to reach my child during the school day?
We want our students to be engaged in their learning. If you need to contact your child during the
school day, contact the main office at 443-642-3600.
What if there is a school emergency?
In case of a school emergency, we direct our students to safety first, following our school emergency
preparedness protocol.
Will my student’s phone be safe?
Students are in possession of their phone - in their Yondr pouch - for the entire school day. We will
advise students to store the pouch in their backpacks where it is completely safe.
What if the Yondr pouch gets damaged or a student is caught on their phone?
The Yondr pouch is property of Creative City Public Charter School. If a student damages their
Pouch or is caught on their phone, Administration will collect the phone/Pouch and call home:
é The Parent will come to the school and Pick Up their child’s phone
é AND/OR additional consequences may occur

Note: Damage consists of any signs that the physical integrity of the pouch has been compromised,
whether intentional or unintentional, as determined by the school or Yondr staff.

team@overyondr.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
2022-23 Creative City Calendar Dates - events may be added!
Follow our most updated calendar at www.CreativeCitySchool.org

Fri

August 26, 2022

Take a Peek at your Seat, 2:30 - 3:30pm

Fri

August 26, 2022

Back to School BBQ, 3:30 - 6:00pm

Mon

August 29, 2022

First Day of School!

Mon

September 5, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Labor Day

Thu

September 15, 2022

Back to School Night, 5:30 - 7:30pm

Mon

September 19, 2022

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Mon

October 17, 2022

Trimester 1 Progress Report Distribution

Mon

October 17, 2022

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Fri

October 21, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Thu

October 28, 2022

Picture Day

Sat

October 29, 2022

Trunk or Treat event

Fri-Sun

November 4-6, 2022

Baltimore Ceasefire / Peace Challenge Weekend

Tue

November 8, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Election Day

Wed

November 9, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Mon

November 21, 2022

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Wed - Fri November 23-25, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Thanksgiving Holiday

Tue

November 29, 2022

Trimester 1 Ends

Tue

December 6, 2022

Trimester 1 Report Card Distribution

Mon - Fri

December 12 - 16, 2022

BOOK FAIR

Mon

December 19, 2022

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Fri

December 23, 2022

SCHOOL CLOSED: Winter Break Begins

Mon

January 2, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Last Day of Winter Break

Tue

January 3, 2023

First Day Back from Winter Break

Mon

January 16, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, Day

Mon

January 23, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Mon

January 30, 2023

Trimester 2 Progress Reports Distributed

Mon

January 30, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Fri - Sun

Feb 3-5, 2023

Baltimore Ceasefire / Peace Challenge Weekend

Fri

February 17, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Mon

February 20, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: President's Day

Mon

February 27, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Wed

March 15, 2023

Trimester 2 Report Cards Distributed

Fri

March 17, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Mon

March 20, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Mon

April 3, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Spring Break begins

Mon

April 10, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Last Day of Spring Break

Mon

April 17, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Fri

April 21, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Professional Development

Mon

May 8, 2023

Trimester 3 Progress Reports Distributed

Fri - Mon

May 12-14, 2023

Baltimore Ceasefire / Peace Challenge Weekend

Mon

May 15, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Mon

May 29, 2023

SCHOOL CLOSED: Memorial Day

Mon

June 12, 2023

5th Grade Closing, 9:30am*

Mon

June 12, 2023

Cele-K-tion (Kindergarten Closing), 12:30pm*

Tue

June 13, 2023

Anticipated Last Day of School

Mon

June 19, 2023

Juneteenth - School Buildings closed

Tue

June 20, 2023

Final Report Cards mailed

Mon

June 26, 2023

CCPCS Board Meeting, 6:00pm (zoom)

Early Release Every Wednesday @ 1:40pm
* Closing Celebration dates are contingent on the last day of school. If the last day shifts, these events will shift as well.

Frequently Asked Questions
It is natural to have questions when beginning a new school year.
Please ask us anything! For your convenience, below are answers
to some frequently asked questions that we hope will be helpful.

What are the school hours?
Our hours have changed! School Hours are 9:00 am - 3:40 pm on every day except
Wednesday. On Wednesdays, school hours are from 9:00 am - 1:40 pm because
teachers engage in planning and professional development on Wednesday afternoons.
Does Creative City PCS follow the Baltimore City Public School Calendar?
Yes. Creative City is a Baltimore City Public School and closes for holidays,
professional development days, and inclement weather days as outlined by the school
calendar on the district website.
Will the students have recess? Are there other break times during the school day?
Yes, every student will have recess daily. During very rainy or very cold weather, we will
make every effort to provide recess activities indoors, which may be relocated indoors.
Our teachers know their students best. They have the flexibility to offer short breaks,
change the type of activity that students are doing, give extra recess, provide brief quiet
time / nap time, or otherwise be responsive to students' needs.
Are toys allowed in school?
No, toys should remain at home, including electronic games and music devices. While
play is an important part of the philosophy of our school, games and toys brought from
home may become lost or misplaced here at school, which may cause a disruption to
the school day program.
Will the students have to do the same mandatory testing that is done at other
public schools? (MCAP)
Yes, as a public charter school we are required to do mandatory state testing. MCAP
assessments begin in the 3rd grade. However, we do not need to complete all district
testing (such as quarterly benchmarks) unless we choose these assessments for our
school.\
What does parent engagement look like? Can parents volunteer?
We are a parent-founded school -- Parent engagement is woven into the fabric of who
we are in many ways. Volunteers are welcome and are supported by our Community
School Coordinator. Additionally, parents elect (and can be nominated for) the Creative
City Public Charter School Foundation Board of Directors each year.

How many students will be in my child’s classroom?
There will be approximately 22 students in each K-5 class.
Will there be free or reduced-price meals available?
Yes – All students have access to free breakfast and free lunch if desired. No
application or qualification is needed. We follow the BCPS breakfast and lunch menu.
Breakfast for all is available until 9:15am daily. Students may bring their own lunch if
they prefer. It is also ok if students bring their own lunch some days and get school
lunch on other days.
Are parents allowed to visit/observe in their child’s classroom?
Yes, we welcome parents in their child’s classrooms. Visitors in classrooms and offices
must sign in at the office and receive a visitor’s pass. Visitors are required to refrain
from using any electronic devices (phone, tablets, and music devices) in the
classrooms, hallways or stairwells to reduce disruption to instruction. Please notify the
teacher in advance if you are planning to visit so we re ready to welcome you. In the
unlikely event that we have many visitors to the same classroom at the same time, we
may limit the number of visitors we can welcome at one time.
Will students wear uniforms?
No, we are not a uniform school.
How will COVID Health & Safety measures be implemented?
We will follow the same Health & Safety protocols as set forth by Baltimore City Public
Schools. This is a changing landscape and sometimes these protocols are updated by
the district. Currently, masks are optional and will always be available on site for those
who need them. Asymptomatic testing will occur with the full school community on a
regular basis. Symptomatic testing can always occur on site if a student is displaying
symptoms. There are currently no restrictions on gatherings or distancing within the
school day or at school-wide events.

Please contact us at 443-642-3600 with any additional questions! We
are always happy to help.

